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Tributes To:
Bishop David Fugene Drone

Obituary

The Life of a dedicated,
faithful, visienary and
sewant-leader — Bishap
David Eugene Drone.
Thank yeu, Lady
Remania and the entire
Drone family for
allewing Bishop te sewve

us.

Bishop David Eugene Drone, 78, departed this life
on June 5, 2011 after a brief illness.

Bishop Drone, the son of the late Bishop T. W. and
Clara Belle Drone, was born in Waycross, Georgia.
Bishop Drone attended Robinson Elementary
School and graduated from East High School.
While attending East he was member of the golf
team. Bishop Drone was no stranger to work. As a
young boy he shined shoes in downtown Akron,
and was a caddy in Georgia. As time progressed he
was hired as a tire builder at Goodyear Tire and
Rubber Company. He was promoted to supervisor,
and retired in 1986 in custodial maintenance.

In his early years, Bishop Drone sang with the
quartet " The Gospel Ambassadors.' He
remembered traveling to West Virginia to sing. He
was a lover of good music, especially quartet
singing. His marquee songs were " "He Looked
Beyond My Faults,' **1 Won't Complain‘and "I
Can't Let a Day Go By' along with many other
songs in his repertoire.

Bishop Drone acknowledged his call to the ministry
at the age of 13 and preached his first sermon, "~ I'll
Go', at age 25. Bishop Drone received his pastoral
training from his father, the late Bishop T. W.
Drone, and the Church of the Living God under the
late Bishop A. H. White. He was president of the
National Youth Congress of The Church of the
Living God for many years and recently served as
President General. .

His first pastoral appointment was in Warren, Ohio.
After several months of pastoring, he named the
church “"The Temple of Love' which reflected the
character of Bishop Drone who administrated with
wisdom and love. After several years of pastoring in
Warren - his father, the late Bishop T.W. Drone,
appointed him pastor of Faith Temple Church in
Akron, Ohio.

Bishop Drone partnered with the late Rev. Elvin
Brown and co-hosted a Christian radio program.
Bishop Drone's love and concern for the community
was evident as he became active with the ministers
of Akron and helped initiate ministers visiting the
schools in the community. In the 70's he started an
all night New Year's Eve program to bring area
churches together in the community. Under his
leadership, Faith Temple Church grew and
relocated from 1115 Milton Street to the present


mailto:gwward@bellsouth.net

location at 701 Sylvan.

He was preceded in death by parents, Bishop T.W.
and Clara Belle Drone and brother, Thomas Drone.
He leaves to cherish his memory, wife of 52 years,
Remonia Drone; children, Vanessa A. Drone
(William J. Blake), David E. (Debra) Drone, Jr.,
Veronica Drone; grandchildren, William Eugene,
Ashton David, and Jessica Janeese; siblings,
Leaston (Minnie) Drone, Vernell Roberts, Geneva
(William) Shederick, Alphonso (Geraldine) Drone,
Jerry (Delores) Drone, and Benjamin Drone; and a
host of relatives, friends, and the Faith Temple
Church family.

A Celebration and Tribute service will be held
Friday, 7 to 9 p.m. at Faith Temple Church, 701
Sylvan Avenue. Home going service 11 a.m. at The
House of The Lord, 1650 Diagonal Rd., Akron, OH
44320, Bishop Roger Hairston eulogizing, Bishop
Lewis officiating. Interment at Greenlawn
Cemetery. Friends may visit at the church from 10
a.m. until time of service. Procession will form and
condolences may be sent to 691 Sylvan Ave.,
Akron, OH 44306.

hands doing what was necessary to serve God’s
people. Bishop Drone was a true servant of God.
He will “truly” be missed.

Bishop Roger James
Hairston, Sr.
Eulogist

BISHOP DAVID DRONE...HE IS MY
PERSONAL BISHOP AND | AM HIS
DESIGNATED DANCER. WHEN THE PRAISES
WOULD GO UP IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AND HE WAS UNABLE DANCE HE WOULD
POINT AT ME. | WILL MISS HIM!

TRIBUTES

“By Faith, Bishep David E. Drone cbtained a gead
sepant.”’ Whe de men say that Biskop Drone was?

Deacon Richard E. and
Deaconess Louise Pelzer

Bishop Drone was a great man and a role model in
our lives. He exemplified two words Love and
Service.

Love: 1 Corinthians 13:13 (KJV and NIV)
Service: Mark 10:45 (KJV and NIV)

Faith Temple is known for its Godly love shown
toward all people because of Godly love
demonstrated by Bishop Drone.

It was not uncommon to see Bishop Drone with a
broom, dust pan, lawnmower or snow shovel in his

Humbly submitted by,
Bishop Barbara A. Ward,
Farmer

Words sometimes speak volumes when using them
to express thoughts about good people. But the late
Bishop David Drone was a man whose presence and
character and integrity spoke volumes that words
only cannot describe nor articulate adequately. For
how can you adequately describe a giant of a
faithful father, husband, grandfather, brother, pastor
and a friend; a Bishop of honor, a great supporter of
the music industry, and a lover of CLG music
particularly the founders of the National Music
Conference, Bishop Roger Hairston and Bishop
Barbara Farmer; and a dedicated steward and
servant in the House of God, Which is the Church
of the Living God, the Pillar and Ground of the
Truth? All I can say about his transition from earth
to glory and what it means to me is, "Wow!"

Haki R. Madhubuti said, “Those who humble
themselves before knowledge of any kind generally
end up wiser and as voices with something
meaningful to say.”



Missionary Ann Jewett
General Secretary-CLG

I loved Bishop David Drone for his pleasant
personality and concern for others.

He remained the same considerate person for the
many years that | knew him

and had opportunity to work with in the National
Youth Congress and later as the

leader of the Church of the Living God. He carried
the traits of a true "man of God"

that any one could emulate. He will be missed
dearly.

George W. Ward
National Director of
Christian Education

Much of who | am in the Church of the Living God
today is because Bishop David Drone pushed and
encouraged me as a teenager to volunteer my gifts,
talents and skills in the church. | appreciate every
opportunity he extended to me to work in the
National Youth Congress back in the mid 1960’s
when he was Vice President and later became
President. Bishop David Drone was truly an
inspirational, intellectual, anointed and gifted
singer, preacher and Bishop. He was a man of
integrity, high honor, dignity and people oriented.
He was approachable and had a way of making
everyone feel affirmed, valued and appreciated. He
was indeed a: pioneer, champion, giant, patriarch,
servant, visionary, peace-maker, transparent, role-
model, trailblazer, extraordinaire, theologically
sound in the faith, an intellectual genius, excellent
communicator, solidarity, understanding, self-
control, approachable, friendly, self-confidence,
creative and a servant of excellence.

DAVID EUGENE DRONE

BY: G. W. Ward
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“Da your work so well that ne ene could do it Gettex.
Do it so well that all the fosts of heaven and eanth
will have to say: Ftere lived a man who did his jeb
todeit”

Mantin Luther King (1929-1968 )
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And some sleepless nights

But when | look around
And I think things over
All my good days
Out-weigh my bad days
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me, More than this old world or you could ever
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Good Night Bishop David Eugene Drone
We will see you in the morning.



